1. New Travel Medical Insurance Requirement for Visas

On the 5 April 2010, the New Visa Code was implemented. Travel Medical Insurance must now be submitted with the application and is subject to a new validity requirement. Moreover, the Insurance must be bought from an Insurance Company that is accredited by the Schengen Group in Sofia. 

The applicant must ensure that the payment for the insurance will be reimbursed if a Visa is not granted.

Another requirement following the new Visa Code is that the Embassy is required to issue Visas with a 15-days grace period. This means that approved Visas will be issued with the requested (and approved) amount of days, plus 15 days.

This means that the Travel Medical Insurance must be valid for the duration of the actual travel period, plus 15 days. For example, if the travel is for 10 days, the insurance must be valid for 10 days during a period of 25 days, i.e. if the travel is from 1 May to 10 May, the Travel Medical Insurance must be valid for 10 days in the period from 1 May to 25 May. 

In cases where the insurance may not be purchased with the given requirement, the applicants may purchase an insurance valid for the duration of the whole period, i.e. in this example, valid for 25 days from 1 May to 25 May.

The Insurance must be bought from an Insurance Company that is accredited by the Schengen Group in Sofia. The accredited companies are: 

1. AXA Assistance: www.Axa-Schengen.com 

2. ACE Insurance Philippines www.aceinsurance.com.ph 

3. Chartis Philippines Insurance, Inc.

4. Assist-Card www.assist-card.com 

5. Blue Cross www.bluecross.com.ph  
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